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(1) Have been primed, fuzed, armed,
or otherwise prepared for action;

(2) Have been fired, dropped,
launched, projected, or placed in such a
manner as to constitute a hazard to op-
erations, installations, personnel, or
material; and

(3) Remain unexploded, whether by
malfunction, design, or any other
cause. (10 U.S.C. 101(e)(5))

United States means, in a geographic
sense, the states, territories, and pos-
sessions and associated navigable wa-
ters, contiguous zones, and ocean wa-
ters of which the natural resources are
under the exclusive management au-
thority of the United States. (10 U.S.C.
2710(e)(10))

§179.4 Policy.

(a) In assigning a relative priority for
response activities, the Department
generally considers those MRSs posing
the greatest hazard as being the high-
est priority for action. The priority as-
signed should be based on the overall
conditions at each MRS, taking into
consideration various factors relating
to safety and environmental hazard po-
tential.

(b) In addition to the priority as-
signed to an MRS, other considerations
(e.g., availability of specific equipment,
intended reuse, stakeholder interest)
can affect the sequence in which muni-
tions response actions at a specific
MRS are funded.

(c) It is Department policy to ensure
that U.S. EPA, other federal agencies
(as appropriate or required), state regu-
latory agencies, tribal governments,
local restoration advisory boards or
technical review committees, and local
stakeholders are offered opportunities
to participate in the application of the
rule in this part and making sequenc-
ing recommendations.

§179.5 Responsibilities.

Each Component shall:

(a) Apply the rule in this part to each
MRS under its administrative control
when sufficient data are available to
populate all the data elements within
any or all of the three hazard evalua-
tion modules that comprise the rule.
Upon further delineation and charac-
terization of an MRA into more than
one MRS, Components shall reapply

§179.5

the rule to all MRSs within the MRA.
In such cases where data are not suffi-
cient to populate one or two of the haz-
ard evaluation modules (e.g., there are
no constituent sampling data for the
Health Hazard Evaluation [HHE] mod-
ule), Components will assign a priority
based on the hazard evaluation mod-
ules evaluated and reapply the rule
once sufficient data are available to
apply the remaining hazard evaluation
modules.

(b) Ensure that the total acreage of
each MRA is evaluated using this rule
(i.e., ensure the all MRSs within the
MRA are evaluated).

(c) Ensure that EPA, other federal
agencies (as appropriate or required),
state regulatory agencies, tribal gov-
ernments, local restoration advisory
boards or technical review committees,
local community stakeholders, and the
current landowner (if the land is out-
side Department control) are offered
opportunities as early as possible and
throughout the process to participate
in the application of the rule and mak-
ing sequencing recommendations.

(1) To ensure EPA, other federal
agency, state regulatory agencies, trib-
al governments, and local government
officials are aware of the opportunity
to participate in the application of the
rule, the Component organization re-
sponsible for implementing a muni-
tions response at the MRS shall notify
the heads of these organizations (or
their designated point of contact), as
appropriate, seeking their involvement
prior to Dbeginning prioritization.
Records of the notification will be
placed in the Administrative Record
and Information Repository for the
MRS.

(2) Prior to beginning prioritization,
the Component organization respon-
sible for implementing a munitions re-
sponse at the MRS shall publish an an-
nouncement in local community publi-
cations requesting information perti-
nent to prioritization or sequencing de-
cisions to ensure the local community
is aware of the opportunity to partici-
pate in the application of the rule.

(d) Establish a quality assurance
panel of Component personnel to re-
view, initially, all MRS prioritization
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